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New species and additional records of the subgenus Termidonia Motschulsky of 

the genus Zyras Stephens in China (Coleoptera, Staphylinidae, Aleocharinae)
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Abstract. Two new species are described from Yunnan: Zyras (Termidonia) baihuamontis sp. nov., and Z. (T.)

nabanensis sp. nov. Additional records of two species of subgenus Termidonia Motschulsky, 1860 are reported. Adults 

of the four species are illustrated, and identification key is provided for Chinese species.
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Introduction

The subgenus Termidonia Motschulsky, 1860 currently contains 40 species (Hlaváč et al. 2011, Pace 2012), among 

which seven species, Zyras (Termidonia) longwangmontis Pace, 1986, Z. (T.) abbreviatus Fenyes, 1914, Z. (T.)

improlrans Pace, 2010, Z. (T.) sexcuspidatus Assing, 2009, Z. (T.) viti Assing, 2009, Z. (T.) diaoluomontis Pace, 2012, Z. 

(T.) fellowesi Pace, 2012 are known in China. 

Examination of recently collected Chinese material of Termidonia revealed two new species from Yunnan, and new 

locality data for Z. (T.) fellowesi from Guangxi and Z. (T.) longwangmontis from Shanghai, Jiangsu and Guizou.

Material and methods

All material treated in the present study is deposited in the Insect Collection of the Shanghai Normal University, 

Shanghai, China (SNUC).

The following abbreviations are used in the text: BL—body length, from the anterior margin of the head to the 

posterior margin of the abdominal tergite VIII; FBL—forebody length, from the clypeal anterior margin to the posterior 

margin of elytra; PL—length of the pronotum along the midline; HW—width of the head across the eyes; PW—

maximum width of the pronotum; EL—length of elytra from the apex of the scutellum to the elytral posterior margin; 

EW—maximum width of the elytra.

Taxonomy

Zyras (Termidonia) baihuamontis Z.-Q. Yan and L.-Z. Li, new species

(Fig. 1)

Type material. Holotype: China:1 ♂, labeled ‘CHINA: Yunnan Prov., Baoshan City ( 保山市 ), Mangkuan Town ( 芒宽   

乡 ), Baihualing ( 百花岭 ), 25.16.39 N, 98.47.55 E, alt. 1200 m, 22.iv.2013, Dai, Peng & Song leg.’; HOLOTYPE [red],   

Zyras baihuamontis, Yan & Li det. 2015, (SNUC); Paratype: 1 ♀, same label as above-mentioned, PARATYPE 

[yellow], Zyras baihuamontis, Yan & Li det. 2015, (SNUC).

Description. Body length: 9.02–9.22 mm. Coloration: head, elytra, blackish; pronotum darker reddish-brown; 

abdomen blackish with the posterior margins of the segments reddish-brown; legs and antennae reddish to reddish-

brown. 
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