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Abstract

The Triatomines Collection of the Oswaldo Cruz Institute (CTIOC) holds 90 holotypes, seven syntypes, and 619 paratypes 

of the family Reduviidae, distributed in 44 genera and nine subfamilies: Chryxinae, Emesinae, Hammacerinae, Harpacto-

rinae, Peiratinae, Reduviinae, Stenopodainae, Triatominae, and Vesciinae. A detailed list containing nomenclatural, taxo-

nomic, and locality information about all these types is herein presented for the first time.
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Introduction

Reduviidae is a group of worldwide distributed predatory or haematophagous bugs, which is more diverse in the 
tropics. Roughly 7,000 described species are distributed into 25 subfamilies, making it the third richest family 
among the Hemiptera. They occur in most terrestrial habitats and display a wide range of morphological 
adaptations and life history strategies (Weirauch et al. 2014).

The Triatomines Collection of the Oswaldo Cruz Institute (CTIOC) is among the oldest of the institution. Its 
history dates back to 1909, when the researcher Arthur Neiva started working with kissing bugs after the discovery 
of the Chagas disease. From 1935, Herman Lent (HL) started his collaboration with Arthur Neiva and César Pinto 
and divided the collection in two sets: one more general with specimens of several reduviid subfamilies and other 
specific for the triatomines. During his 35 years of work at the institution, Lent thoroughly organized the collection, 
leading to the most complete study concerning the Triatominae published at that time (Lent & Wygodzinsky 1979).

Lent was substituted as curator by José Jurberg from 1970 onwards, and the collection is now officially 
recognized by the Oswaldo Cruz Foundation as part of its heritage. Additionally to the regular depositions of 
specimens coming from the field or other institutions and collections, CTIOC has also acquired thousands of 
specimens from the Argentinian researcher Rodolfo Carcavallo (RC), which allowed the publication of the Atlas of 
Chagas’ Disease Vectors in the Americas (Carcavallo et al. 1998).

Gonçalves et al. (1993) and Rocha et al. (1998) published partial lists containing respectively 185 and 136 
type-specimens of the subfamily Triatominae held in the Oswaldo Cruz Institute. However, a detailed list of the 
types of Reduviidae in the CTIOC has not been compiled up to the present. Such important information is herein 
presented for the first time.

Material and methods

Taxons are organized alphabetically by subfamily and species. Classification follows Maldonado-Capriles (1990), 
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