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Abstract

The present paper refers to the identification of phytoseiid specimens newly collected by the first author of this paper and 

her collaborators, as well as to the examination of type specimens of species previously described from Egypt. The tax-

onomy of phytoseiid mites has been studied in Egypt since 1967. Until now, 78 nominal species have been recorded, of 

which 60 are valid. One of those species, Phytoseius plumifer (Canestrini & Fanzago), appears to be based on an incorrect 

record. An additional species (Typhlodromus hellei Hassan, Afifi & Nawar), described from Egypt, is not sufficiently char-

acterised to allow its correct generic classification and the determination of its validity. Eight new records are reported in 

this paper, including two new species, Proprioseiopsis ismailiaensis n. sp. and Typhlodromus (Anthoseius) fayoumensis

n. sp., which are described. Complementary descriptions of 11 known species are given. An updated survey of all species 

reported from Egypt and a taxonomic key to separate them are also presented. Six new synonymies are proposed.

Key words: Phytoseiidae, taxonomy, biological control, predator

 

Introduction 

Phytoseiid mites are predators of phytophagous mites and small insects (such as thrips and whiteflies) of various 

crops worldwide (Gerson et al., 2003; McMurtry et al., 2013). The literature concerning the phytoseiids is very 

extensive (Prasad, 2012; Demite et al., 2014). The first report of phytoseiids from Egypt was published by El-

Badry (1967a). Subsequent papers about their taxonomy and distribution in the country were published by El-

Badry (1968a, 1968b), Shehata & Zaher (1969), Zaher & Shehata (1969, 1970), El-Badry (1970), Yousef (1974, 
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