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Abstract

Two new species of quill mites (Acari: Prostigmata: Syringophilidae) collected from passeriform and coraciiform birds 

from Kenya are described : Neoaulonastus apalis sp. nov. from Apalis porphyrolaema Reichenow and Neumann (Passer-

iformes: Cisticolidae) and Peristerophila upupi sp. nov. from Upupa epops Linnaeus (Coraciiformes: Upupidae). Addi-

tionally, 3 new host species: Cisticola hunteri Shelley, 1889; Acrocephalus baeticatus (Vieillot, 1817) and Ploceus 

xanthops (Hartlaub, 1862) from Kenya and two new localities are recorded for genera: Aulobia Kethley, 1970; Neoaulo-

nastus Skoracki, 2004 and Syringophiloidus Kethley, 1970. The previous and the latest knowledge about syringophilid 

mites from Kenya is summarized in tabular form.
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Introduction

The quill mites of the family Syringophilidae inhabit the calamus of different feather types. A possible number of 
syringophilid species is predicted on more than 5000 species (Johnston & Kethley 1973). To date, more than 320 
species grouped in 60 genera from more than 470 bird species belonging to 24 orders are known (Skoracki et al. 
2012, 2014a; Glowska & Schmidt 2014).

Bird fauna of the Ethiopian region comprises one fifth of approximately 10 000 bird species in the world (del 
Hoyo et al. 1996; Burgess et al. 2004). Only 69 quill mite species belonging to 30 genera from 86 bird species have 
been reported in this region (Klimovičová et al. 2014; Skoracki et al. 2014a, b).

Bird species richness in Eastern Africa is extremely high in Kenya alone, there live as much as 1114 species 
(Clements et al. 2012). Despite the high bird species richness in Kenyan region, their ectoparasites are still mostly 
unexplored. Till now, there are known only nine quill mite species belonging to six genera: Neoaulonastus

Skoracki; Neosyringophilopsis Skoracki and Sikora; Picineoaulonastus Skoracki, Klimovičová, Muchai and 
Hromada, 2014; Picobia Haller; Syringophiloidus Kethley, 1970; Syringophilopsis Kethley, 1970; which parasitise 
in quills of nine host species (Skoracki et al. 2011, 2014a; Skoracki & Hromada 2013). Three species are 
monoxenous with type locality in Kenya: Syringophilopsis dicruri Skoracki, Hromada and Wamiti, 2011; Picobia 

illadopsae Skoracki and Hromada, 2013 and Neosyringophilopsis lybidus Skoracki, Klimovičová, Muchai and 
Hromada, 2014. 

In this paper, we provide descriptions of two new species: Neoaulonastus apalis sp. nov. from Apalis 

porphyrolaema Reichenow and Neumann (Passeriformes: Cisticolidae) and Peristerophila upupi sp. nov. from 
Upupa epops Linnaeus (Coraciiformes: Upupidae). Complete syringophilid fauna of the Kenyan region is 
summarized in Table 1.
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