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Abstract

Conognatha (Pithiscus) coffeatus sp. nov. and Conognatha (Pithiscus) puris sp. nov., both from the Atlantic Rainforest
(type locality: Itatiaia, Rio de Janeiro State, Brazil), are described and illustrated. They differ from each other mainly by
the elytral colour pattern, presence of a short longitudinal groove between the vertex and the frons in C. (P) puris sp. nov.,
and differences in frons shape, antennae sensory fields, pronotum and aedeagus. The distribution of C. (P) gounellei is
extended to the State of Minas Gerais, Brazil. A modified key to include the new species, as well as illustrations, are pre-
sented.
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Resumo

Conognatha (Pithiscus) coffeatus sp. nov. e Conognatha (Pithiscus) puris sp. nov., ambas provenientes da Mata Atlantica
(localidade tipo: Itatiaia, Estado do Rio de Janeiro, Brasil), sdo descritas e ilustradas. Elas diferem entre si, principalmente,
pelo padréo elitral de coloragfo, pela presenga de uma sutura longitudinal curta entre o vértice e a fronte em C. (P) puris
sp. nov., e diferengas no formato da fronte, fossetas sensoriais das antenas, pronoto e edeago. A distribuigdo de C. (P)
gounellei ¢ estendida para o Estado de Minas Gerais, Brasil. Uma chave modificada para incluir as novas espécies, bem
como ilustragdes, sdo apresentadas.

Palavras chave: Taxonomia, bionomia, Buprestinae, espécies novas, chave, Regido Neotropical

Introduction

Conognatha Eschscholtz, 1829 comprises the subgenera Conognatha s. str. Eschscholtz, 1829, and Pithiscus
Solier, 1849 (Bellamy 2008; Gardner 1989), and is present in Patagonian and Neotropical Regions, with 79 species
and five subspecies (Bellamy 2008; Moore & Lander 2010).

Previous data (Bellamy 2008; Moore & Lander 2010), as well as examined material, indicate the occurrence of
48 species from the southeast and south regions of Brazil. Together, these regions include approximately 17% of
the Brazilian territory and comprise, respectively, the states of Minas Gerais (MG), Espirito Santo (ES), Rio de
Janeiro (RJ) and Sdo Paulo (SP), Parana (PR), Santa Catarina (SC) and Rio Grande do Sul (RS) (IBGE 1992).

Three biomes can be found in the above area: Atlantic Rainforest (Tropical Deciduous Forest)—extending
throughout most of the studied area, Cerrado (Tropical Grassland and Savannah) and Pampas (Grassland).
Currently, these states have the greatest density of human population, and lead the economic activities in the
country (Embrapa 2007; IBGE 1992). Even so, their reduced remaining plant communities have a unique
biodiversity, still not well known (Embrapa 2007).

Two new species from Rio de Janeiro State are described and illustrated, as part of a series of studies of the
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C. (P) rogersii Saunders, 1872

BRAZIL. Parana: Curitiba, 1ex, II (X1?).1940, Coll. J. Guerin, Claretiano col., (CEIOC); Rio Grande do Sul: Porto
Alegre, lex, XI1.75, S. Meyer leg. Pe. P. Buck & F. R. Meyer col., lex, 25.X.94, Pe. P. Buck & F. R. Meyer cols.
(MAPA).

C. (P) rufipes Saunders, 1869
BRAZIL. Rio Grande do Sul: Sdo Francisco de Paula, 2ex, 2.11.42. Pe. P. Buck leg. F. R. Meyer col. (MAPA);
Silveira Martins, 1ex, 15.X1.1988, V. Soprano col. (MCNZ).

C. (P) sangunipennis (Mannerheim, 1837)
BRAZIL. Séo Paulo: Séo Paulo: lex, XI1.1949, lex, ex-coll. Zikan (CEIOC); Sdo Paulo: Sao Paulo, Ipiranga, lex,
1.1.1932, R. Spitr. col., Lage de Morretes, 1ex, 9.X11.1936 (CEIOC).

C. (P) thoreyi (Chevrolat, 1837)
BRAZIL. Rio de Janeiro: Duque de Caxias, lex, without other data (MNRJ). Rio Grande do Sul: Farroupilha,
Emboaba, 1ex, 1V.1953, Buckup col.; Santa Maria, lex, 12.111.1976, M.F. Tarragé col. (MCNZ).
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