
ZOOTAXA

ISSN 1175-5326  (print edition)

ISSN 1175-5334 (online edition)Copyright © 2014 Magnolia Press

Zootaxa 3838 (1): 143–150  

www.mapress.com/zootaxa/
Article

http://dx.doi.org/10.11646/zootaxa.3838.1.9

http://zoobank.org/urn:lsid:zoobank.org:pub:7260F089-209F-454E-A7BB-83237E4D84DB

Ancistrocerus waldenii waldenii (Viereck 1906) (Hymenoptera: Vespidae, 

Eumeninae), a new addition to the fauna of Greenland

EMMA WAHLBERG1,6, GUILHERME C. BAIÃO2, SIBYLLE HÄGGQVIST1, SVANTE MARTINSSON3,

DARIO PISTONE5 & THOMAS PAPE4

1Department of Zoology, Swedish Museum of Natural History, Box 50007, SE-104 05 Stockholm, Sweden, and Department of Zoology, 

Stockholm University, SE-106 91 Stockholm, Sweden
2Evolutionary Biology Centre, Uppsala University, Norbyvägen 14-18, SE-752 36 Uppsala, Sweden
3Department of Biological and Environmental Sciences, University of Gothenburg, Box 463, SE-405 30 Gothenburg, Sweden
4Natural History Museum of Denmark, Universitetsparken 15, DK-2100 Copenhagen, Denmark
5Natural History Museum, University Museum of Bergen, Postbox 7800, NO-5020 Bergen, Norway
6Corresponding author. E-mail: emma.wahlberg@arthropoda.se

Abstract

Ancistrocerus waldenii waldenii (Viereck 1906) is newly recorded from West Greenland. This is a new northern limit for 

the species. 
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Introduction

Greenland has an almost exclusively arctic climate with average temperatures in the warmest month not exceeding 

10°C except for the interior parts of the southern fiords where subarctic conditions may be prevalent (Born & 
Böcher 2001). Compared with arctic Canada, the Greenland insect fauna is remarkably poor with less than 1000 
species recorded (Henriksen 1939; Böcher & Kristensen, in preparation). In Greenland, the insect fauna is 
dominated by Diptera with some 340 species, and the Hymenoptera are second with about 200 species (Böcher & 
Kristensen, in preparation). Aculeate Hymenoptera are poorly represented in Greenland—as elsewhere in the arctic 
—and were represented exclusively by two species of high arctic bumblebees and one species in the family 
Dryinidae (Henriksen 1939; Pape 1983; Andersen & Nielsen 1987; Vilhelmsen, in preparation), until an 
unidentified species of potter wasp, Ancistrocerus sp. (Eumeninae), was reported from the inner parts of 
Kangerlussuaq/Sdr Strømfjord by Böcher (2001), although with no further details.

The Vespidae are a cosmopolitan family of relatively large, robust wasps with either social or solitary lifestyle. 
They are familiar to most entomologists and readily recognizable by the fore wings being longitudinally folded 
when in resting position, with the exception of species in the subfamilies Masarinae and Stenogastrinae. Most 
species are predators and hunt other insects to feed their larvae, although species in the subfamily Masarinae rely 
on nectar and pollen (Evans 1966). Although a fair number of vespids are found in North America, with several 
species recorded from the Canadian provinces Yukon, Northwest Territories and Newfoundland (Buck et al. 2008), 
only a few species are known from the province Nunavut, and Greenland was for long considered as entirely 
without vespids (Henriksen 1939, Krombein 1979, Buck et al. 2008).

Material and methods

During a PhD-course in arctic terrestrial arthropods in Greenland July 2013, arranged by the Norwegian Research 
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