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Abstract 

Four species of the genus Assara Walker, 1863 are revised from NE China. Among them, Assara yanbianensis Bae & Qi 

sp. n. is described as new to science and A. terebrella (Zincken, 1818) is newly recorded from China. A key to the NE 

Chinese species of the genus Assara with illustrations of adults and genitalia are presented.
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Introduction

The genus Assara (Phycitinae) was established by Walker (1863), with the type species A. albicostalis Walker, 

1863 from Sarawak, Malaysia. To date, this genus comprises 26 species in the world, most of which are distributed 

in the Palaearctic, Oriental and Australian Regions (Roesler 1973, 1983, 1987; Yamanaka 1980, 1994, 2008; 

Yoshiyasu 1991; Du et al. 2002; Sasaki & Tanaka 2004). The genus Assara can usually be recognized by the 

following characters: the vein R3 and R4 of forewing stalked about 2/3 length of R3; uncus tongue-shaped or 

triangular; gnathos slim and hooked distally; juxta sclerotized, with lateral lobes long; vinculum short; aedeagus 

slim, without cornutus.

In the adjacent areas of NE China, five species of genus Assara have been reported from South Korea (Bae et 

al. 2008), nine species have been reported from Japan (Yamanaka 1980, 1994, 2008; Yoshiyasu 1991; Sasaki & 

Tanaka 2004), and two species have been reported from the Far East of Russia (Kirpichnikova 2009). Previously, 

eleven species of Assara have been reported from China (Li et al. 2012), although the genus has not yet been 

recorded from NE China prior to this study. Accordingly, we report 4 species from NE China in the present article, 

one of them, Assara yanbianensis sp. nov. is described as new to science, and A. terebrella (Zincken, 1818) is 

reported for the first time from China. The type specimens examined are deposited in the School of Forestry, 

Northeast Forestry University, Harbin, China (NEFU). In addition, some specimens examined have been deposited 

in the collection of Incheon National University (INU). 

Taxonomic accounts

Genus Assara Walker, 1863

Assara Walker, 1863, List. Spec. Lepid. Ins. Coll. Brit. Mus. 27: 79. TS: Assara albicostalis Walker, 1863.

Cateremna Meyrick, 1882, Proc. Linn. Soc. N. S. W. 7: 156. TS: Euzophera microdoxa Meyrick, 1879.

Diagnosis. The genus Assara is similar to Euzophera Zeller, 1867, but can be distinguished by the following 

characters: the gnathos slim, distally hooked; transtilla with terminal margin concave or quadrate; juxta with 
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FIGURE 17–20. Natural environment of collecting sites. 17. Prov. Jilin, Wangqing County. 18. Prov. Heilongjiang, Yichun, 

Dailing, Liangshui. 19. Prov. Liaoning, Jiangchang, Mt. Bailang. 20. Prov. Jilin, Helong. 
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