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Summary

We here briefly review the Paranthrenini fauna of Mainland China and provide a checklist of 21 species for this region. 

We describe six new species: Paranthrene rubomacula Kallies & Owada sp. nov., Nokona opaca Kallies & Wang sp. nov., 

Nokona bractea Kallies & Arita sp. nov., Scoliokona nanlingensis Kallies & Arita sp. nov., Scoliokona spissa Kallies & 

Arita sp. nov., Scoliokona shimentai Kallies & Wu sp. nov. Furthermore, we provide numerous new combinations of spe-

cies formerly associated with the genus Paranthrene in South East Asia, with 12 species transferred to Nokona

Matsumura, 1931, 4 to Scoliokona Kallies & Arita, 1998, and one to Cyanosesia Gorbunov & Arita, 1995 (comb. nov.).

The genus name Aritasesia Nakamura, 2009 (syn. nov.) is considered a junior subjective synonym of Nokona Matsumura, 

1931. 
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Introduction

Paranthrenini constitute a tribe of clearwing moths (Sesiidae) with nearly 150 named species (Pühringer & Kallies, 
2013). While in the North American literature Paranthrenini are considered a distinct subfamily (Eichlin & 
Duckworth 1988, Eichlin 1989), we here follow Naumann (1971) and Špatenka et al. (1999) and treat the group as 
a tribe within the subfamily Sesiinae. Species from the Americas, the Palaearctic region and Africa were reviewed 
relatively recently (Eichlin 1989, Špatenka et al. 1999, Bartsch 2008). Although it comprises the largest number of 
species, with more than 80 species described, the fauna of the Oriental region, however, has not been revised since 
Hampson (1919). Thus, the generic composition of this group in this region is insufficiently known. Type material 
of some species was revised in some more recent papers, and some genera were reviewed to a greater extend 
(Gorbunov & Arita 1995, 2001 Kallies & Arita 1998a, Kallies 2007). 

The biology of Paranthrenini outside of the Palaearctic or Nearctic regions is only insufficiently known. Most 
species for which host plants have been recorded are xylophagous. Representatives of the species rich genus 
Paranthrene Hübner, [1819] tunnel in branches or stems of various trees and shrubs (including Fagaceae and 
Salicaceae), while species of Nokona Matsumura, 1931 feed in vines of the Rubiaceae, Vitaceae and Actinidiaceae 
families. Similarly, the related genera Vitacea Engelhardt, 1946 and Pseudosesia Felder, 1861 have been recorded 
from Vitaceae, and Scoliokona from Rubiaceae (in here). North American Euhagena Edwards, 1881 species are an 
exception; they are known to tunnel in the roots of plants belonging to the herbaceous family Onagraceae (Eichlin 
1989, Špatenka et al. 1999, Kallies 2001).

The Paranthrenini species of China are poorly known. Arita & Gorbunov (2001) reviewed the fauna of Taiwan 
and listed six species of Nokona and one species of Taikona Arita & Gorbunov, 2001. A recent checklist of Sesiidae 
of China and Taiwan (Jin et al. 2008) listed 10 species of Paranthrenini. However, largely ignoring the modern 
literature the authors placed all taxa in the genus Paranthrene and several species known from China or Taiwan 
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Variability. The specimens from Prov. Shaanxi have a somewhat narrower forewing discal spot and distal 
area, resulting in a slightly larger ETA. However, there were no detectable differences in the morphology of the 
male genitalia.
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