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Abstract

Zimmer et al. (2001) documented two morphological and vocal forms within what was then known as Suiriri suiriri affi-

nis, and described the short-billed form as Suiriri islerorum. However, studies of the Burmeister type material held at the 

Natural History Collections of the Martin-Luther-University Halle-Wittenberg, Germany, revealed the types of Suiriri s. 

affinis (Burmeister, 1856) to be the same taxon as Suiriri islerorum, which name therefore becomes a junior synonym. No 

published name is available for the long-billed form. A new name is therefore introduced by an original description in 

accordance with the International code on zoological nomenclature. The original type material of S. s. bahiae (Berlepsch, 

1893) is confirmed to be lost; a neotype is designated.
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Introduction

Founded in 1769 with the purchase of the natural history cabinets of Johann Friedrich Gottlieb Goldhagen (1742–

88) and Gottfried August Gründler (1710–75), the development of the zoological collection of the Martin-Luther-

University Halle-Wittenberg was most profoundly influenced by Carl Hermann Conrad Burmeister (1807–92), 

who enriched the collection with 5,400 bird specimens and 200 eggs originating from two major expeditions to 

Brazil (1850–52), and other expeditions to Uruguay, Argentina and Chile (1856–60) (for details of these trips, see 

Schneider et al. 2007, Köhler 2012). Today, the ornithological importance of the collection lies in its skins and 

skeletons of Mongolian and Cuban taxa; Schönwetter’s collection of bird eggs, which covers nearly 4,000 species; 

skins and skeletons of threatened birds of East Germany; and the early type material from South America 

connected to Burmeister and his research network, which is the focus of the present work.

The taxonomy of the genus Suiriri has confused ornithologists for many decades, with two species variously 

recognised therein for most of the past century. Until the second half of the 20th century these two species were S. 

suiriri (Vieillot, 1818, which occurs from southern Bolivia south through Paraguay to northern Argentina and 

Uruguay), and S. affinis (Burmeister, 1856, which occurs from eastern Bolivia and northeastern Paraguay east 

across Brazil). These two taxa differ most notably in the color of the belly (white and yellow, respectively). 

Subsequent to the publication of Zimmer (1955), most authorities, including Meyer de Schauensee (1966) and 

Traylor (1979) but with the notable exception of Sibley and Monroe (1990), preferred to treat the genus as 

comprising just one species, S. suiriri, with three subspecies. This was based principally on the discovery of a large 

series of specimens from northeastern Paraguay displaying apparently intermediate characters (Laubmann 1940, 

Zimmer 1955); that these birds were intergrades was subsequently both contested (Short 1975) and confirmed 

(Traylor 1982). While recognising the problem posed by the intergrades, Ridgely and Tudor (1994) considered that 

“two biological species are probably involved”, but nevertheless stopped short of treating the two taxa concerned, 
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permitted access to relevant specimen material at these institutions. Guilherme Renzo Rocha Brito brought to our 

attention a recent specimen of bahiae held at MNRJ. MAR is indebted to the CNPq, for financial support of the 

project “Catálogo de tipos de espécies de aves brasileiras” (Procs. nos. 479049/2006-8, 476861/2009-8 and 

307786/2011-0), and to the Fundação Carlos Chagas Filho de Amparo à Pesquisa do Estado do Rio de Janeiro 

(FAPERJ, Proc. E-26/101.489/2010). Richard Schodde, Edward Dickinson and Steven Gregory advised us 

concerning nomenclatural matters, while the editor, Terry Chesser, and two anonymous referees provided useful 

commentaries on the submitted version of the manuscript.

References

Azara, F. de (1805) Apuntamientos para la Historia Natural de Los Páxaros del Paraguay y Rio de la Plata. Vol. 2. Imprenta de 

la Hija de Ibarra, Madrid, 562 pp.

Boetticher, H. von (1941) Verzeichnis der Typen in der Vogelsammlung des Museums des Zoologischen Institutes der 

Universität Halle an der Saale. Zeitschrift für Naturwissenschaften, 94, 205–214.

Berlepsch, H. (1893) Diagnosen neuer südamerikanischer Vogelarten. Ornithologische Monatsberichte, 1 (1), 11–12.

Burmeister, H. (1853) Reise nach Brasilien, durch die Provinzen von Rio de Janeiro und Minas geraës: mit besonderer 

Rücksicht auf die Naturgeschichte der Gold- und Diamantendistricte. Georg Reimer, Berlin, 608 pp.

Burmeister, H. (1856) Systematische Uebersicht der Thiere Brasiliens, welche während einer Reise durch die Provinzen von 

Rio de Janeiro und Minas geraës gesammelt oder beobachtet wurden. Vol. 2. Vögel (Aves). Georg Reimer, Berlin, 341 pp.

Cory, C.B. & Hellmayr, C.E. (1927) Catalogue of birds of the Americas. Publications of the Field Museum of Natural History 

(Zoological Series), 13 (5), 1–517.

Dickinson, E.C. (Ed.) (2003) The Howard and Moore Complete Checklist of the Birds of the World. Third edn. Christopher 

Helm, London, 1039 pp.

Eck, S., Fiebig, J., Fiedler, W., Heynen, I., Nicolai, B., Töpfer, T., van den Elzen, R., Winkler, R. & Woog, F. (2011) Measuring 

Birds. Deutsche Ornithologen-Gesellschaft, Wilhelmshaven, 118 pp.

Fitzpatrick, J.W. (2004) Family Tyrannidae (tyrant-flycatchers). In: del Hoyo, J., Elliott, A. & Christie, D.A. (Eds.), Handbook 

of the Birds of the World. Vol. 9. Cotingas to Pipits and Wagtails. Lynx Edicions, Barcelona, pp. 170–462.

Gould, J. (1839a) Part 3(2) Birds. In: Darwin, C. (Ed.), The Zoology of the Voyage of H.M.S. Beagle, under the Command of 

Capt. Fitzroy, R. N., During the Years 1832 to 1836, part 9. Smith, Elder & Co., London, pp. 17–32, pls. 11–20.

Gould, J. (1839b) Part 3(3) Birds. In: Darwin, C. (Ed.), The Zoology of the Voyage of H.M.S. Beagle, under the Command of 

Capt. Fitzroy, R. N., During the Years 1832 to 1836, part 9. Smith, Elder & Co., London, pp. 33–56, pls. 21–30.

Hayes, F.E. (2001) Geographic variation, hybridization, and the leapfrog pattern of evolution in the Suiriri flycatcher (Suiriri 

suiriri) complex. The Auk, 118 (2), 457–471.

http://dx.doi.org/10.1642/0004-8038(2001)118[0457:gvhatl]2.0.co;2

Hellmayr, C.E. (1929) A contribution to the ornithology of northeastern Brazil. Publications of the Field Museum of Natural 

History (Zoological Series), 12 (18), 235–501.

International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature (ICZN) (1999) International Code of Zoological Nomenclature. Fourth 

edn. International Trust for Zoological Nomenclature, London, 306 pp.

Köhler, D. (2012) Wissenschaftliche Analyse der ornithologischen Daten aus Hermann Burmeisters “Reise durch die La Plata 

Staaten“, mit Abgleich des authentischen Sammlungsmaterials. B.Sc. thesis, Martin-Luther-Universität Halle-Wittenberg, 

Halle (Saale), 70 pp.

Krabbe, N. (2007) Birds collected by P.W. Lund and J.T. Reinhardt in south-eastern Brazil between 1825 and 1855, with notes 

on P.W. Lund’s travels in Rio de Janeiro. Revista Brasileira de Ornitologia, 15 (3), 331–357.

Laubmann, A. (1940) Wissenschaftliche Ergebnisse der Deutschen Gran Chaco-Expedition. Die Vögel von Paraguay. Vol. 2. 

Strecker & Schroder, Stuttgart, 228 pp.

Lopes, L.E. (2005) Field identification and new site records of Chapada Flycatcher Suiriri islerorum. Cotinga, 24, 38–41.

Meyer de Schauensee, R. (1966) The Species of Birds of South America with their Distribution. Livingston Publishing Co., 

Wynnewood, Pennsylvania, 577 pp.

Mlíkovský, J. (2009) Types of birds in the collections of the Museum and Institute of Zoology, Polish Academy of Sciences, 

Warszawa, Poland. Part 3: South American birds. Journal of the National Museum (Prague), Natural History Series, 178, 

17–180.

Paynter, R.A. & Traylor, M.A. (1991) Ornithological Gazetteer of Brazil. Museum of Comparative Zoology, Harvard 

University Press, Cambridge, Massachusetts, 708 pp.

Pelzeln, A. von (1871) Zur Ornithologie Brasiliens – Resultate von Johann Natterers Reise in den Jahren 1817 bis 1835. A. 

Pichler’s Witwe & Sohn, Vienna, 462 pp.

Pinto, O.M.O. & Camargo, E.A. (1961) Resultados ornitológicos de quatro recentes expedições do Departamento de Zoologia 

ao nordeste do Brasil, com a descrição de seis novas subespécies. Arquivos de Zoologia de São Paulo, 11, 193–284.

Reinhardt, J. (1870a) Bidrag til Kundskab om Fuglefaunaen i Brasiliens Campos. Videnskabelige Meddelelser fra den 

Naturhistoriske Førening i Kjøbenhavn 1870, 125–267.
 Zootaxa 3784 (3)  © 2014 Magnolia Press  ·  239NOMENCLATURE OF SUIRIRI

http://dx.doi.org/10.1642/0004-8038(2001)118[0457:gvhatl]2.0.co;2


Reinhardt, J. (1870b) Bidrag til Kundskab om Fuglefaunaen i Brasiliens Campos. Bianco Lunos Bogtrykkeri, Copenhagen, 

124 pp.

Ridgely, R.S. & Tudor, G. (1994) The Birds of South America. Vol. 2. The Suboscine Passerines. Oxford University Press, 

Oxford, 814 pp.

Ridgely, R.S. & Tudor, G. (2009) Birds of South America: Passerines. Christopher Helm, London, 750 pp.

Schifter, H., Bauernfeind, E. & Schifter, T. (2007) Die Typen der Vogelsammlung des Naturhistorischen Museums Wien, part 1, 

Nonpasseres. Naturhistorisches Museum, Vienna, 375 pp.

Schneider, K., Hauschke, N., Heidecke, D. & Hellmund, M. (2007) Carl Hermann Conrad Burmeister (1807-1892): Ein 

hallescher Gelehrter von Weltrang. Martin-Luther-Universität Halle-Wittenberg, Halle (Saale), 40 pp.

Sclater, P.L. (1888) Catalogue of the Passeriformes, or Perching Birds, in the Collection of the British Museum. Catalogue of 

the Birds in the British Museum. Vol. 14. Oligomyodæ, or the Families Tyrannidæ, Oxyrhamphidæ, Pipridæ, Cotingidæ, 

Phytotomidæ, Philepittidæ, Pittidæ, Xenicidæ, and Eurylemidæ. Trustees of the British Museum (Natural History), 

London, 495 pp.

http://dx.doi.org/10.2307/4066957

Short, L.L. (1975) A zoogeographic analysis of the South American Chaco avifauna. Bulletin of the American Museum of 

Natural History, 154, 167–352.

Sibley, C.G. & Monroe, B.L. Jr. (1990) Distribution and Taxonomy of Birds of the World. Yale University Press, New Haven, 

Connecticut, 1109 pp.

Sick, H. (1993) Birds in Brazil: A Natural History. Princeton University Press, Princeton, New Jersey, 703 pp.

Smithe, F.B. (1975) Naturalist’s Color Guide. American Museum of Natural History, New York, 237 pp.

Steinheimer, F.D. (2004) Charles Darwin’s bird collection and ornithological knowledge during the voyage of H.M.S. Beagle, 

1831–1836. Journal of Ornithology, 145 (4), 300–320.

Steinheimer, F.D., Dickinson, E.C. & Walters, M. (2006) The zoology of the voyage of H.M.S. Beagle. Part III. Birds: new 

avian names, their authorship and their dates. Bulletin of the British Ornithologists’ Club, 126 (3), 171–193.

Times Atlas (2000) The Times Comprehensive Atlas of the World. Times Books, London, 544 pp.

Traylor, M.A. (Ed.) (1979) Check-list of Birds of the World. Vol. 8. Museum of Comparative Zoology, Harvard University 

Press, Cambridge, Massachusetts, 365 pp.

Traylor, M.A. (1982) Notes on tyrant flycatchers (Aves: Tyrannidae). Fieldiana Zoology, 13, 1–22.

Vanzolini, P.E. (1993) As viagens de Johann Natterer no Brasil, 1817–1835. Papéis Avulsos de Zoologia, São Paulo, 38 (3), 

17–60.

Vasconcelos, M.F., D’Angelo Neto, S., Kirwan, G.M., Bornschein, M.R., Diniz, M.G. & da Silva, J.F. (2006) Important 

ornithological records from Minas Gerais state, Brazil. Bulletin of the British Ornithologists’ Club, 126 (3), 212–238.

Vieillot, L.J.P. (1818) [Bird entries]. In: Du Tour, M. (Ed.), Nouveau dictionnaire d’histoire naturelle appliquée aux arts ... par 

une Société de naturalistes et d’agriculteurs. Vol. 21. New edn. Deterville, Paris, 612 pp.

Zimmer, J.T. (1955) Further notes on tyrant flycatchers (Tyrannidae). American Museum Novitates, 1749, 1–24.

Zimmer, K.J., Whittaker, A. & Oren, D.C. (2001) A cryptic new species of flycatcher (Tyrannidae: Suiriri) from the Cerrado 

region of central South America. The Auk, 118 (1), 56–78.

http://dx.doi.org/10.2307/4089758
KIRWAN ET AL.240  ·  Zootaxa 3784 (3)  © 2014 Magnolia Press

http://dx.doi.org/10.2307/4066957
http://dx.doi.org/10.2307/4089758

	Introduction
	Results
	Suiriri Flycatcher, Suiriri suiriri (Vieillot, 1818)
	Younger synonym.—Pachyramphus albescens Gould & G. R. Gray, 1839
	Chapada Flycatcher, Suiriri affinis (Burmeister, 1856)
	Burmeister’s Suiriri, subsp. nov.
	Suiriri suiriri burmeisteri subsp. nov.
	Muscicapa jocosa ‘Lund MS’ Reinhardt, 1870: 152
	Muscicapa theiogaster ‘Natterer MS’ Pelzeln, 1871: 108
	Bahia Suiriri, Suiriri suiriri bahiae (Berlepsch, 1893)
	Conclusion
	References


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 2.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [1200 1200]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




