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Abstract

The insect fauna of the nests of Pseudoseisura lophotes (Reichenbach, 1853) (Aves: Furnariidae) from Argentina was inves-

tigated. A total of 110 species (68 identified to species, 22 identified to genus, 20 identified to family) in 40 families of 10 

orders of insects was found in these nests. Triatoma platensis Neiva, 1913 (Hemiptera: Reduviidae) was found again in nests 

of P. lophotes, corroborating after 73 years the first observations made by Mazza in 1936. The occurrence of the insects in 

nests of P. lophotes is compared with the previously known insect fauna in nests of A. annumbi, Furnarius rufus (Furnari-

idae), and Myiopsitta monachus (Psittacidae). The insect fauna in additional nests of Anumbius annumbi from the same 

and/or different localities is given, and used in comparisons. The first occurrence of Cuterebridae (Diptera) in birds’ nests, 

their pupae as the overwintering stage, and the second simultaneous infestation by two species of Philornis (Diptera: Mus-

cidae) on the same nestlings are presented. Other simultaneous infestations of different hematophagous arthropods 

(Hemiptera: Cimidae; Reduviidae: Triatominae, and Acari: Argasidae) are remarked and discussed.

Key words: nests, ovenbirds, ectoparasites, South America

Introduction

The genus Pseudoseisura Reichenbach, 1853 (Aves: Furnariidae) comprises four species: P. cristata (Spix, 1824) 

[Brazil]; P. lophotes Reichenbach, 1853, type species by monotypy [Brazil; Bolivia; Argentina; Uruguay] (Fig. 1); P. 

gutturalis (Orbigny & Lafresnaye, 1838) [Argentina]; and P. unirufa (Orbigny & Lafresnaye, 1838) [Brazil]. 

Pseudoseisura was traditionally included among the Philydorinae (Vaurie 1980), but in a phylogeny of Furnariidae 

based on nest structures, it was located among the Synallaxinae (Zyskowski & Prum 1999). In recent studies using 

molecular markers, this genus was also located among the Synallaxinae (Irestedt et al. 2006; Fjeldsa et al. 2007), but it 

was only formally transferred to this subfamily by Olson et al. (2013).

The biology of Pseudoseisura lophotes was widely studied by Nores (1993), and later published by Nores (1995) 

and Nores & Nores (1994). Their large and voluminous stick nests (Figs. 2–3) (see measurements in Appendix 2) 

were described and illustrated by Narosky et al. (1983), Nores & Nores (1994), Nores (1995), and De la Peña (2005). 

These nests are also used by a number of other vertebrate inquilines (Appendices 1–2, Fig. 4).
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