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Abstract

We discuss the taxonomy of oak gallwasps (Hymenoptera: Cynipidae: Cynipini) whose lifecycle involves only Palaearc-
tic oaks (Quercus subgen. Quercus) in the section Cerris. Recent phylogenetic reconstructions support a deep split
between such Cerris-associated species in the genera Aphelonyx, Dryocosmus, Plagiotrochus, Neuroterus, Pseudoneu-
roterus and species and genera associated with oaks in the section Quercus sensu stricto. We reappraise the generic limits
of the Cerris-associated genera, proposing new limits for Dryocosmus, Pseudoneuroterus and Neuroterus, establishing a
new genus Cerroneuroterus, elevating Latuspina to a genus level, reestablishing the genera Chilaspis and Trichagalma
and proposed new species name combinations. We provide a new key to oak gallwasp genera of the Palaearctic and keys
to all species of genera associated with Cerris section oaks. We describe five new species, Aphelonyx kordestanica,
Trichagalma formosana, Dryocosmus jungalii, Pseudoneuroterus mazandarani, and P. nichollsi.

Key words: Cynipidae, Cynipini, oak gallwasp, plesiomorphic lineage, taxonomy, Palaearctic

Introduction

Gallwasps (Cynipidae) are distributed mainly in the temperate zone of the northern hemisphere. Within this
family, the oak gallwasps (Cynipini) are by far the most species-rich group of wasps, with c. 1000 species in
25 genera worldwide (Csóka et al. 2005; Melika 2006a; Stone et al. 2007; Abe et al. 2007). The Western
Palaearctic is represented by 139 species in 10 genera (Stone et al. 2007) and only 34 valid species are known
from the Eastern Palaearctic (Abe et al. 2007).


