
Accepted by Robert Raven: 22 Mar. 2010; published: 3 May 2010

ZOOTAXA
ISSN 1175-5326  (print edition)

ISSN 1175-5334 (online edition)Copyright © 2010  ·   Magnolia Press

Zootaxa 2443: 1–64      (2010) 
www.mapress.com/zootaxa/ Monograph

ZOOTAXA

A taxonomic revision of the tarantula spider genus Coremiocnemis 
Simon 1892 (Araneae, Theraphosidae), with further notes on the Sele-

nocosmiinae

RICK C. WEST1 & STEVEN C. NUNN2 

1: 3436 Blue Sky Place, Victoria , BC, Canada V9C 3N5; rickcwest@shaw.ca
2: 43 Range Road, Sarina, Qld. 4737, Australia; cnu84149@bigpond.net.au

Magnolia Press
Auckland, New Zealand

2443



WEST & NUNN2  ·   Zootaxa 2443  © 2010 Magnolia Press

RICK C. WEST and STEVEN C. NUNN
A taxonomic revision of the tarantula spider genus Coremiocnemis Simon 1892 (Araneae, Theraphosi-
dae), with further notes on the Selenocosmiinae
(Zootaxa 2443)

64 pp.; 30 cm.

3 May 2010

ISBN 978-1-86977-499-8 (paperback)

ISBN 978-1-86977-500-1 (Online edition)

FIRST PUBLISHED IN 2010 BY 

Magnolia Press 

P.O. Box 41-383

Auckland 1346

New Zealand

e-mail: zootaxa@mapress.com

http://www.mapress.com/zootaxa/

© 2010 Magnolia Press

All rights reserved. 

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored, transmitted or disseminated, in any form, or by any 

means, without prior written permission from the publisher, to whom all requests to reproduce copyright 

material should be directed in writing. 

This authorization does not extend to any other kind of copying, by any means, in any form, and for any purpose 

other than private research use.

ISSN 1175-5326 (Print edition)

ISSN 1175-5334 (Online edition)



 Zootaxa 2443  © 2010 Magnolia Press  ·   3REVISION OF TARANTULA GENUS COREMIOCNEMIS

Table of contents

Abstract . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Introduction  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Material & Methods  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Material   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Taxonomy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
  Selenocosmiinae Simon 1889 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
    Coremiocnemis Simon 1892   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
      Identification key for adult females of Coremiocnemis  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8

Coremiocnemis cunicularia (Simon 1892)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9
Coremiocnemis brachyramosa sp. nov. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16
Coremiocnemis gnathospina sp. nov.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24
Coremiocnemis hoggi sp. nov. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28
Coremiocnemis jeremyhuffi sp. nov.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38
Coremiocnemis kotacana sp. nov. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46
Coremiocnemis obscura sp. nov.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51
Coremiocnemis valida Pocock 1895  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56

Acknowledgements  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63
References  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64

Abstract

The selenocosmiine genus Coremiocnemis Simon 1892 is revised for the first time with six new species included. Five
new species are from West Malaysia: C. brachyramosa sp. nov. from Gunung Ledang, Johor; C. gnathospina sp. nov.
and C. hoggi sp. nov. from Fraser’s Hill, Selangor; C. jeremyhuffi sp. nov. from Tapah, Perak, Fraser’s Hill, Selangor to
Pahang and C. obscura sp. nov. from Taiping, Perak to Cameron Highlands, Pahang. C. kotacana sp. nov. is described
from Aceh Teneggara, Sumatra, being the first record of this genus outside Malaysia or Australia. A lectotype and para-
lectotype are designated for C. cunicularia (Simon 1892). All but two of Abraham’s non-type C. valida Pocock 1895
(Abraham 1924) specimens held in both the NHM and RMBR are newly transferred to C. cunicularia. Abraham’s two
remaining specimens are removed from Coremiocnemis. C. valida is redescribed, its former dubious locality is resolved.
Zoogeographic considerations of all species are discussed and resolved. Ontogenetic variation within Coremiocnemis is
discussed. Several new characters are introduced. Subfamilial relationships with proposed sister genera Selenocosmia
Ausserer 1871 and Lyrognathus Pocock 1895 are discussed. A key to species is provided.

Key words: Mygalomorph, new species, Borneo, Sumatra, Malaysia, Australia, distribution, ontogeny, zoogeography,
natural history.

Introduction 

Coremiocnemis Simon 1892 belongs to the subfamily Selenocosmiinae Simon 1889 of the mygalomorph fam-
ily Theraphosidae Thorell 1869 and was formerly known to occur in Australia, Singapore and West Malaysia.
In 1892, Simon (1892a) described Phlogius cunicularius Simon 1892 from Penang Island, West Malaysia. In
the same year, Simon described Coremiocnemis Simon (1892b) based on that new species. This genus was
considered unique amongst all known selenocosmiine species with the character combination of anterior row
of eyes transverse, leg IV considerably longer than leg I, very hairy, with scopulae divided and extending only
for one quarter of the distal metatarsus and with a reduced third claw on tarsus IV. 

Later, Pocock described Coremiocnemis validus Pocock 1895 from the vague locality “East Indies”. His
new species possessed similar character traits to that for Coremiocnemis, although Pocock noted his new spe-
cies differed from C. cunicularius in comparative measurements and “probably in many other characters”
(Pocock 1895:176).

Simon (1903) diagnosed Coremiocnemis in a key to genera of the Selenocosmiinae, utilizing the same
characters to define the genus. Abraham (1924) identified 11 specimens from the Raffles Museum collection


