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A new species of Mastigoproctus Pocock, 1894 (Thelyphonida: Thelyphonidae) 
from Venezuela
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Abstract

A new species of Venezuelan whip scorpions belonging to the genus Mastigoproctus Pocock is herein described from
Bolivar state. This new species mainly differs from the Venezuelan Mastigoproctus formidabilis Hirst, and the Colom-
bian Mastigoproctus colombianus Mello-Leitão in male pedipalp sculpture and proportions as well as in female genitalia.
Now, Mastigoproctus is represented in Venezuela by two apparently very related species. 
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Introduction

Whip scorpions (Thelyphonida) form one of the smaller arachnid orders (Harvey, 2002, 2003), representing
only 0.1% of the arachnids of the world. However, their large size (most are longer than 40 mm length from
the pedipalps to the base of the flagellum) and distinctive vinegary odor make them better known for the peo-
ple than some of its relatives, e.g., the ricinuleids and schizomids. 

Whip scorpions are represented in South America by only two genera: Mastigoproctus Pocock and Thely-
phonellus Pocock, the first of which shows a higher species richness. A third genus, Amauromastigon Mello-
Leitão, was synonymized with Mastigoproctus by Rowland (2002). At the present, Mastigoproctus formidabi-
lis Hirst is the only whip scorpion recorded from Venezuela (Harvey, 2003).

Until recently Mastigoproctus was considered as the only thelyphonid genus represented in Central Amer-
ica (Rowland, 1973; Harvey, 2003), but Víquez and Armas (2005, 2006) transferred some of its species
toward two different genera, whereas Viquez & Armas (in press) synonymized Mastigoproctus liochirus
Pocock with Mimoscorpius pugnator (Butler). So then, the genus Mastigoproctus has not representatives in
mainland Central America. 

Material and methods

The specimens examined for this study are deposited in the Instituto Nacional de Biodiversidad (INBio),
Costa Rica, Instituto de Ecología y Sistemática (IES), La Habana, Cuba, Museo del Intituto de Zoologia Agri-
cola Francisco Fernández Yépez, Universidad Central de Venezuela (MIZA), Venezuela, the private collec-
tion of Prof. Manuel A. Gonzalez Sponga, Caracas, Venezuela (CMGS) and the private collection of J.
Manuel Ayala L., Pleasanton, California, USA (CJMA), The Natural History Museum, London, UK


