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Abstract

This paper isareview of the spcific taxonomy of thelizard gemusPhrynoceplalus Kaup, 1825. From 1771 to 2002, 140
species were either descrihas merbers d this genus, or of other genea but subsequently reffered to thisgenus.We
have tried toreview all the available informatioon the taxonomic statud thee 140 names and the statulstbeir
namebearing types. Aa result of this review, 114 typesare known to be extant, including Btotypesand 5neotypes
designated ithe present papeAs aconclusion of this prahinary analysis, we provisiongldistribute these 148ames

in 37 valid species names in the geRtisynocephalusl02 invalid synonyms d the latter namespd 1 nominal species
now referred to anothegenus.The new subgenuSreosaurasubgen. ne. is described to accomodate viviparous spe-
ciesfrom Qingtai-Tibetan Plateau.
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Nomirasi nectis periet cognito reum Carolus Linnaeus

Introduction

It is hard to find a more taxomomically comgicted group than he gewus Phrynocepalus Kaup, 1825 among
Palearctic lizardsSince thedescriptian of Lacerta heloscopa by Pallas inl771, the highly polymorphic toad
heade agamas from Middle and @eal Asia hae stimulated thelescription of numeiwous forms as species
and/or sthspecies. Morehan two hundral years late when it becamelwious that in Asia this mghological
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