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A new polytypic species of the gesdJromastyxM ERREM 1820
(Reptilia: Squamata: Agamidae: Leiolepidina®n southwestern Arabia
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Abstract

We describdJromastx yemenensisp. nos. from south-wetern Arabia, comprigig two geographisubspecies, U. y.
yemenensiard U. y. shobrakissp nov. The new specieés a member of #nUromastyx ocellatapecies group, closely
related toU. benti It is differentiatedfrom its sister taon by smaller scale around midbody ard smallerventrals.The
new species is restrictéo the extreme south-westerp ¢if the Arabian Peninsula. The western populationdJofyeme-
nensisdiffer genetically and are constantly distiric resgect to their colour pattern arate therefoe recognized as a
subspecies.
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Introduction

Spiny-tiled lizards of the g@us Uromastyxare inhabitans of thedesertbelt of the Old World, betwee 5° and
35 N. Their rangecovers a vastand mass, including nanem Africa, Israel, Jordan, Ataa (Bahrain,
Kuwait, Oman, Qata Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates, avidmen) Iran, Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan,
ard north-western India.

According to the rost recent taonomic reviews of the entire genusomastyx16 valid species are cur-
rently acceted (Moody 1987;Wilms 2001, 2M®5): Uromastyx acanthinarBell 1825 U. aegyptia(Forskal
1775) U. asmussi{Strauch B63), U. alfredschmidtWilms & Béhme 2000aU. benti(Anderson 1894)J.
disparvon Heyden 1827U. geyriL. Miller 1922,U. hardwicki Gray 1827,U. loricata (Blanford 1874), U.
leptieni Wilms & Béhme 2000blJ. macfadyenParker 19321J. occidentalisMateq Geniez Lopez-Jurad &
Bons 1998U. ocdlata Lichtenstein 1823U. ornatavon Heyden 1827J. princepsO’Shawhnesy 1880 and
U. thomasiParker1930. Of hese the following areknown to occur irArabia: Uromastyxaegyptig U. lep-
tieni, U. bentj U. ornata and U. thomasi (Wilms & Béhme, in press).

The morphology based taxonomy and phylogeny present®dlbys (2001, 2005) has been shote be
generally in good accordace to tle molecula data presenteby Amer & Kumazawa 2005).

In the presat paper ve descrile a new polyypic speciescomprisirg two geayraphic sibspeciesfrom the
Republic of Yemen affiliated to the Uromastyx ocellata speciesgroup. This species grquconsistsof three
species (. benti, U ocellata and U. ornatg inhabiting the African and Arabialittoral of the Red Seaas well
as the coastal areas of the Gulf of Aderyémen and southern Oma One speciedJromastyx macfadyeni
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