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Abstract

The genera Agapostemonoides and Rhinetula have been treated as containing only a single species
each. In this work Agapostemonoides weyrauchi new species, from Bolivia and Peru, is described
and the species Rhinetula rufiventris Friese, 1922 is removed from the synonymy of Rhinetula
denticrus Friese, 1922. Identification keys, illustrations of male terminalia and record maps for the
species of both genera are provided.
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Introduction

Roberts & Brooks (1987) working with the agapostemonine bees of Mesoamerica
proposed the monotypic genus Agapostemonoides. The type species, A. hurdi, was
described based on material coming from two widely disjunct areas, Costa Rica and
Panama in the north, and Bolivia and Peru, in the south. Despite morphological
differences, interpreted by those authors as non-significant, and a disjunct distribution,
they recognized only one species. In this same work [and at the same time as Moure &
Hurd (1987)], the two species names, R. denticrus and R. rufiventris, attributed by them to
the genus Rhinetula Friese were synonymized under R. denticrus.

As part of an ongoing study on the phylogeny of the Agapostemon group, a new
species of Agapostemonoides is described and the name Rhinetula rufiventris is
revalidated. Also, the species distribution patterns are discussed.


