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Abstract

The endemic Malagasy praying mantis genus Platycalymma Westwood, 1889, istaxonomically treated with are-descrip-
tion of the genus and of the type species, P. latipennis Westwood, 1889. The genus Ichromantis Paulian, 1957, is newly
determined as a junior synonym to Platycalymma, which results in the inclusion of two additional species within the ge-
nus, P. befasica (Paulian, 1957) and P. dichroica (Paulian, 1957), both re-described within this study. In addition, we add
three new species to the genus described from Madagascar: P. annulicornis n. sp., P. mahafalica n. sp. and P. viettei n. sp.
A key to the six speciesin English and French is provided for increased accessibility to the people of Madagascar. 11lus-
trations of major features used to diagnose species are provided including the head, pronotum, apex of abdomen and male
genitalia. Species distribution is presented and locality coordinates are provided in print as well as being available for
download as a KML file viewable in Google Earth.
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Résumé

Révision de Platycalymma Westwood, 1889, et synonymie de | chromantis Paulian, 1957 (Mantodea, | ridopterygi-
dae, Tropidomantinae). L e genre de mante endémique mal gache Platycalymma Westwood, 1889, fait I’ objet d’ une nou-
velle diagnose et d'une redescription de son espéce type P. latipennis Westwood, 1889. Le genre Ichromantis Paulian,
1957, est nouvellement considéré comme synonyme récent de Platycalymma, ce qui fait que les deux espéces qu'il ren-
fermey sont incluses et deviennent P. befasica (Paulian, 1957) et P. dichroica (Paulian, 1957), toutes les deux redécrites
dans cette étude. De plus nous ajoutons pour |e genre trois nouvelles espéeces également de Madagascar: P. annulicornis
n. sp., P. mahafalica n. sp. et P. viettei n. sp. Une clé est fournie pour les six espéces en anglais et en frangais, et desiil-
lustrations représentent, outre leurs habitus, les tétes, les pronctums, les extrémités des abbdomens et les genitalia males.
Enfin la distribution des espéces est présentée avec les coordonnées des localités sous forme imprimée afin d'étre di-
sponibles pour le téléchargement dans un fichier KLM visualisable dans Google Earth.

Introduction

The genus Platycalymma was created by John Obadiah Westwood (1889) based on afemale specimen collected in
Madagascar he named P. latipennis. He listed under the description of P. latipennis two species supposed to be con-
generic including Miopteryx madagascariensis SAUSSURE, 1870 and Mantis tortricoides DE HAAN, 1842. Though
he took no further action with M. tortricoides, he subsequently moved M. madagascariensis under Platycalymma
and included a short description. However, we guess he was somewhat hesitant about this action since he included
a question mark before the name of madagascariensis appeared after Platycalymma. In a treatment by Saussure &
Zehntner (1895), Platycalymma was included as a subgenus under Tropidomantis STAL, 1877, but then returned to
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