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Nomenclatural note: Heteropathes (Cnidaria: Anthozoa: Antipatharia: 
Cladopathidae): A new name for Heliopathes Opresko, 2003

D. M. OPRESKO
U.S. National Museum of Natural History, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, DC, USA. E-mail: dmopresko@hotmail.com

The generic name Heliopathes Opresko, 2003 (see also Opresko 2005) proposed for an antipatharian coral (Cnidaria: 
Anthozoa: Antipatharia) of the family Cladopathidae, subfamily Hexapathinae (Opresko, 2003), is preoccupied by the 
darkling beetle genus Heliopathes (Coleoptera, Tenebrionidae), proposed by Mulsant (1854). Therefore the substitute 
name Heteropathes is proposed for the antipatharian.


