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The millipede order Platydesmida (Diplopoda) in Taiwan, 
with descriptions of two new species
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Abstract

The diplopod order Platydesmida appears to be represented in Taiwan by two new species from one family, 
Andrognathidae, and two genera: Brachycybe disticha sp. nov. and Yamasinaium latum sp. nov. Descriptions of these 
two species are presented, also based on examination of the types of the geographically closest species of each genus: 
Brachycybe nodulosa (Verhoeff, 1935) and Yamasinaium noduligerum Verhoeff, 1939, both from Japan. The 
distributions of the Taiwanese species of Brachycybe and Yamasinaium are mapped and discussed.
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Introduction

The Platydesmida is one of the smaller diplopod orders, containing only about fifteen genera from two 
families: Platydesmidae and Andrognathidae. Platydesmida are mainly Holarctic in distribution, occurring in 
North and Middle America, Japan, Korea, China, Taiwan, Southeast Asia, and the Mediterranean region. The 
first records of platydesmidans in Taiwan Island were published by Korsós (2004), who listed two 
unidentified species of Andrognathidae and provided a color picture of a specimen he referred to as 
"Andrognathidae sp. 1". Shelley et al. (2005) provisionally assigned this species to Brachycybe Wood, 1864, 
because of its general body shape. The second Taiwanese platydesmidan was referred to as "Andrognathidae 
sp. 2", described as slender and long-bodied (Korsós 2004). Up to now, these two unidentified species were 
the only records of Taiwanese Platydesmida. 

Among the diplopod samples from Taiwan kept in the collections of the National Museum of Natural 
Science, Taichung, Taiwan (NMNS) and Department of Biological Sciences, National Sun Yat-Sen 
University, Kaohsiung, Taiwan (NSYSUB), two new species of Andrognathidae have been found. The present 
paper provides their descriptions and comparisons with type material of their geographically closest 
congeners. 

Material and methods

Material treated here has been deposited in the collections of the National Museum of Natural Science, 
Taichung, Taiwan (NMNS), Department of Biological Sciences, National Sun Yat-Sen University, Kaohsiung, 


