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Abstract

A new denospage speciesfathe order Haploscleridagrowing on mangove roots inPort Royal,
southeastoast Jamaica, is describedHadiclona (Reniera) pdroyalensisn. 9. A short overnview

of previous work on Chalinidae and on Jamaican sponges is given, and we Hseutte new
specie differs from othe member of the genus amsdibgenus. The holotygde purple alive and
beige wha preserve in alcolol. It has digitate antulbous processes with sttered oscula, some
laterally plush, and measuring 2—3 mm withidar ones up to &m on the bulbous areas. The
consistency is soft, and it is dgsiorn, but resilient. The megdsces, oxeas aréraight to sightly
curvedwith short conical points. The only microscleres trxas which are of varying lengths
numerous arl distributed throughoutthe ectosomend choarosome.
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Introduction

During a systematic stly of smpnges growiag on prop roots of he red magrove,
Rhizoplora mangle, in the Port Ryal lagoas at the southeast coas Jamaia (Jackson
2003 and Jackson ®&ebber 2005), some specimemerecollected by C. Jackson which
appear to mgreset a new pecies of the family Chalindae (Haplosclerida,
Denmospongiae), ad which we desche below adHaliclona (Reniera) portroyalensisn.
sp.

The Chalinidae atnumber al other spoge families, with approx. 450 species
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