
1116

Accepted by S. Carranza: 15 Nov. 2005; published: 27 Jan. 2006  43

ZOOTAXA
ISSN 1175-5326  (print edition)

ISSN 1175-5334 (online edition)Copyright © 2006  Magnolia Press

Zootaxa 1116: 43–54 (2006) 
www.mapress.com/zootaxa/

Reassessment of the taxonomic status of the genera Ischnocnema 
Reinhardt and Lütken, 1862 and Oreobates Jiménez-de-la-Espada, 
1872, with notes on the synonymy of Leiuperus verrucosus 
Reinhardt and Lütken, 1862 (Anura: Leptodactylidae)

ULISSES CARAMASCHI & CLARISSA CANEDO
Departamento de Vertebrados, Museu Nacional/UFRJ, Quinta da Boa Vista,
20940-040 Rio de Janeiro, RJ, Brasil (ulisses@acd.ufrj.br, canedo@mn.ufrj.br).

Abstract

The taxonomic status of two leptodactylid frog genera is reevaluated. Ischnocnema Reinhardt and
Lütken, 1862 is considered a junior synonym of Eleutherodactylus Duméril and Bibron, and the
combination E. verrucosus (Reinhardt and Lütken, 1862) is proposed. Oreobates Jiménez-de-la-
Espada, 1872 is revalidated, and the combinations Oreobates quixensis Jiménez-de-la-Espada,
1872, O. simmonsi (Lynch, 1974), O. saxatilis (Duellman, 1990), O. sanctaecrucis (Harvey and
Keck, 1995), and O. sanderi (Padial, Reichle and De la Riva, 2005) are proposed. Epsophus
verrucosus Miranda-Ribeiro, 1937 is synonymized with Eleutherodactylus verrucosus (Reinhardt
and Lütken, 1862).

Key words: Amphibia; Anura; Leptodactylidae; Ischnocnema; Oreobates; Taxonomy

Introduction

WIDELY disjunct geographical distributions among closely related species are rare in the
Neotropics. In general, a more detailed analysis reveals that these species are, in reality,
members of distinct evolutionary lineages.

The geographical distribution of the species currently placed in the genus
Ischnocnema Reinhardt and Lütken, 1862 presents such a gap. One species, I. verrucosa
(Reinhardt and Lütken, 1862), occurs in Southeastern Brazil, and the other five, I.
quixensis (Jiménez-de-la-Espada, 1872), I. simmonsi Lynch, 1974, I. saxatilis Duellman,
1990, I. sanctaecrucis Harvey and Keck, 1995, and I. sanderi Padial, Reichle and De la
Riva, 2005, occur in the upper Amazon Basin in western Brazil, Bolivia, Colombia,
Ecuador, and Peru (Gascon, 1995; Frost, 2004).


