
146

Accepted:  12 February 2003; published: 20 February 2003  1

Z O O T A X A
ISSN 1175-5326  (print edition)

ISSN 1175-5334 (online edition)Copyright © 2003  Magnolia Press

Zootaxa   146: 1-34   (2003) 
www.mapress.com/zootaxa/

Census of “ Microturbellarians” (free-living Platyhelminthes) of 
the zoogeographical regions originating from Gondwana

CAROLINA NOREÑA*, FRANCISCO BRUSA** & ANNO FAUBEL ***
*Museo Nacional de Ciencias Naturales, c/ Jose Gutierrez Abascal 2, 28009 Madrid, Spain
 (e-mail: norena@mncn.csic.es)
** Facultad de Ciencias Naturales y Museo; UNLP, C/Paseo del Bosque s/n, 1900 La Plata, Buenos Aires, 
Argentina. (e-mail: fbrusa@museo.fcnym.unlp.edu.ar)
*** Institut für Hydrobiologie u. Fischereiwissenschaft; Zeiseweg 9, D-22765 Hamburg, Germany 
(faubel@uni-hamburg.de)

Table of contents

Introduction  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Free-living Microturbellaria . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
    ACOELA ULJANIN, 1870  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
    CATENULIDA MEIXNER, 1924 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
    MACROSTOMIDA MEIXNER, 1926  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8
    LECITHOEPITHELIATA REISINGER, 1924 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
    PROLECITHOPHORA KARLING, 1940  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
    PROSERIATA MEIXNER, 1938  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12
    RHABDOCOELA VON GRAFF, 1904  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17
        KALYPTORHYNCHIA  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17
        DALYELLIOIDA  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24
Conclusions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27
Acknowledgments  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27
References  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27

Abstract

In this study we review microturbellarian species known to occur in zoogeographical regions that
originated from Gondwana. The 510 reported species are from all types of aquatic environments
(marine, brackish and freshwater). Complete data of the distribution and bibliographical references
are provided. In addition, taxonomic discrepancies, as well as new combinations, are clarified. This
checklist is the first revised compendium of the microturbellarians of the Gondwanian zoogeo-
graphical regions.

Key words: Microturbellarians, Gondwanian zoogeographical regions, checklist, bibliography


