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Rhynchosia ganesanii, a new name for Rhynchosia fischeri P. Satyanar. & Thoth. 
(Leguminosae: Papilionoideae), from India
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Abstract

A new name Rhynchosia ganesanii is proposed to replace Rhynchosia fischeri P. Satyanar. & Thoth., which is an illegitimate 
later homonym of R. fischeri Harms.
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Introduction

Rhynchosia Loureiro (1790: 425) is taxonomically complex genus in tribe Phaseoleae, subtribe Cajaninae (Baker 1923; 
Van der Maesen et al. 1985; Satyanarayana & Thothathri 1997) and is distributed mainly in Africa and Madagascar 
but extending to warm temperate and tropical Asia, northern Australia and tropical and subtropical America (Schrire 
2005). It comprises about 230 species, of which 28 species are represented in India (Sanjappa 1992; Prasad & Narayana 
Swamy 2014). Rhynchosia fischeri was described by Satyanarayana & Thothathri (1988) based on the specimens 
collected by C.E.C. Fischer from Dimbam Ghat of Anaimalai Hills, Tamil Nadu, India. During revisionary studies on 
legumes of Tamil Nadu, the first author found that the name Rhynchosia fischeri P. Satyanar. & Thoth. is an illegitimate 
name, as it is a later homonym of Rhynchosia fischeri Harms (1899: 305). A new name is therefore required for this 
species, which we herein propose.

Rhynchosia ganesanii R. Kottaimuthu & N. Vasudevan, nom. nov. 

 Replaced synonym: Rhynchosia fischeri P. Satyanar. & Thoth. in Bull. Bot. Surv. India 28: 241. 1988 non Harms (1899). Holotype: India: 
Tamil Nadu, Coimbatore District, Dimbam, 3728 ft (1165m), 15-11- 1906, C.E.C. Fischer 1374 (CAL, image!).

Etymology: The specific epithet is named after Dr. R. Ganesan, Ashoka Trust for Research in Ecology and the 
Environment (ATREE), Bengaluru, Karnataka for his contribution in the field of angiosperm taxonomy.
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