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Abstract

A new species of the genus Galatella is described, illustrated, and compared with the other three Iberian taxa of the genus, 
G. aragonensis, G. linosyris, and G. sedifolia subsp. sedifolia, and the two morphologically most similar taxa, G. sedifolia 
subsp. biflora and G. regelii. The new species occurs on peridotitic soils, forming part of the open shrublands in the province 
of Málaga (southern Spain). In addition, a distribution map, illustrations, and a description of the habitat of the new species 
are presented. We also propose to use the presence or absence of hairs on the outer surface of the corolla as a diagnostic 
character in Galatella. 

Key words: Astereae, Compositae, Iberian Peninsula, taxonomy

Introduction

The genus Galatella Cassini (1825: 463) includes between 30 and 45 species distributed mainly throughout Europe, 
Russia, Iran, and from India to western China (Tzvelev 1959, Ling et al. 1985, Nesom & Robinson 2007), its main 
centre of diversity being Eastern Europe and Russia.
 The circumscription of this genus within the tribe Astereae and its relations with the genus Aster Linnaeus (1753: 
872) are still insufficiently studied. Although main systematic studies of the tribe invariably argued for the independence 
of the genus Galatella with respect to the genus Aster (Tzvelev 1959, Ling et al. 1985, Nesom 1994a and 1994b, 
Nesom & Robinson 2007), this viewpoint has had little reception in most of the regional flora guides available in the 
Iberian Peninsula, which still include the species of Galatella in the genus Aster (Willkomm 1865, Coutinho 1939, 
Merxmüller et al. 1976, Franco 1984, Bolòs & Vigo 1996, Aedo 2014a). The most recent molecular studies suggest, 
on the one hand, its clear separation from the genus Aster, and, on the other hand, the inclusion of other closely related 
genera in Galatella, such as Crinitaria Cassini (1825: 475) [= Linosyris Cassini (1825: 460, 476), nom. illeg.], and 
Tripolium Nees (1832: 152) (Fiz et al. 2002, Brouillet et al. 2009, Li et al. 2012), this latter often being accepted as a 
separate genus.
 The genus Galatella includes biennial to perennial species with stems erect; leaves alternate, linear, oblong to 
sometimes oblanceolate-spathulate, entire, 1–3-nerved, sessile or the lowermost petiolate; synflorescence corymbose, 
(1–)2–50(–70)-headed; involucre cylindrical to obconical, with phyllaries 2–9-seriate, herbaceous to subcoriaceous; ray 
flowers absent or up to 30, usually sterile, rarely pistillate, limbs pinkish or bluish-violet; disc flowers hermaphrodite, 
yellow or partly pink; anthers not appendiculated at the base; style appendages lanceolate or ovate-triangular; achenes 
obovate, fusiform to oblong, somewhat compressed, without obvious ribs, strigose-sericeous and gland-dotted; pappus 
bristles whitish to pinkish, (1–)2–3-seriate, basally somewhat connate, rarely caducous.
 In Western Europe, and more specifically in the Iberian Peninsula, only 3 species of Galatella are found (Aedo 
2014a, sub Aster): G. aragonensis (Asso 1779: 121) Nees (1832: 167), endemic to the Iberian Peninsula; G. linosyris 
(Linnaeus 1753: 841) Rchb. fil. in Reichenbach (1853: 8), widespread throughout Southern and Central Europe to 
Central Russia, Western Turkey, and the Caucasus, Algeria, and Morocco; and G. sedifolia (Linnaeus 1753: 874) Greuter 
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