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Abstract

Nomenclatural types are confirmed for the majority of names associated with Cicendia Adanson (Gentianaceae); and a lec-
totype is here designated for Cicendia stricta.
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Introduction

Cicendia Adanson (1763: 503) is a small genus of the family Gentianaceae. It consists of three species distributed 
in Europe and the New World (IPNI 2012; The Plant List 2013): C. filiformis (Linnaeus) Delarbre (1800: 29), C. 
quadrangularis (Lamarck) Grisebach (1838: 157), and C. stricta Grisebach (1862: 143). Cicendia filiformis has a 
Mediterranean and western European distribution. Cicendia quadrangularis is found in North America (California 
and Oregon) and South America (Peru, Uruguay, Brazil and Chile). Both C. filiformis and C. quadrangularis are 
also introduced in Australia (Adams 1996). Cicendia stricta is found in Central America (Costa Rica, Guatemala and 
Mexico). Cicendias are small, annual, glabrous ephemeral herbs. They generally grow in damp and open areas. The 
genus is easily distinguished by its small size and filiform habit.
 During a study conducted on taxonomy of Cicendia, type material was reviewed. By examining the protologues 
and the original materials, nomenclatural types were confirmed or designated for the names associated with Cicendia 
according to International Code of Nomenclature (McNeill et al. 2012).

Materials and Methods

The digital photos of the original materials belonging to all published names (both accepted and synonyms) of Cicendia 
were either obtained from herbaria websites (G-DC, K and P-JU) or requested (GOET, MA and W). For the protologues, 
Botanicus Digital Library (http://www.botanicus.org), The Internet Archive (https://archive.org), The Biodiversity 
Heritage Library (http://www.biodiversitylibrary.org), Real Jardin Botanico Digital Library (http://bibdigital.rjb.csic.
es), and Google Books (http://books.google.com.tr) were consulted.

Taxonomic treatment

Cicendia Adanson (1763: 503). ≡ Microcala Hoffmannsegg & Link (1820: 359), nom. illeg. ≡ Franquevillia Salisbury 
ex Gray (1821: 338), nom. illeg. ≡ Cicendiola Bubani (1897: 536), nom. illeg. Type:—Cicendia filiformis (L.) Delarbre 
(≡ Gentiana filiformis L.).

Notes: Cicendia was proposed by Adanson (1763) to accommodate a single species, Gentiana filiformis, citing the 
phrase name “Centaurium palustre luteum minimum” used by Linnaeus (1753: 232) and the Vaillant (1727) figure 
cited by Linnaeus, gave a full and direct reference to the Linnaean name, and provided his own diagnosis of the leaf, 
flower, calyx, corolla, stamen, stigma and seed of the genus (Fig. 1).
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Notes: Grisebach (1862: 143) described Cicendia stricta from specimens collected in Guatemala and Costa Rica. 
These syntypes are at GOET and were gathered by Hermann Wendland (1825–1903) in 1857. The examples from 
Guatemala (H. Wendland 120) consist of three plants (GOET003994). Also mounted on this sheet is another specimen 
of Cicendia stricta collected in Mexico by Wilhelm Schaffner (1830–1882), his no. 292. The syntype specimens (H. 
Wendland 673) from Costa Rica consist of six plants mounted on two sheets (GOET003995, two plants; GOET003996, 
four plants).
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