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Abstract

Rhynchosia ravii, a new species from Andhra Pradesh, India is described and illustrated.  Full description, distribution details 
and conservation status are presented, and the new species is compared with its most closely related species, Rhynchosia 
beddomei.    
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Introduction

The genus Rhynchosia Loureiro (1790: 460) comprises about 230 species distributed throughout the tropical regions 
of the world, the main centre of distribution being Africa to Madagascar (Mabberley 2008). In India the genus is 
represented by 25 species, as well as one variety and one subspecies (Baker, 1876; Sanjappa, 1991), of which 7 species 
are endemic to India. In India, a great diversity of the Rhynchosia species, around 60%, are found in the Eastern Ghats 
(Gamble 1928, Pullaiah & Sri Ramamurthy 2000). During a recent floristic exploration in the spurs of the southern 
Eastern Ghats in Anantapuram district and Mangapatnam area in Kadapa district, we found a population of a species 
of Rhynchosia  in dry deciduous  forest with a grassy understorey. Detailed studies of the specimens, and of the 
literature, comparing the new material with herbarium specimens deposited at BSID, CAL, MH, and SKU, revealed 
that the newly collected specimens did not belong to any known species of Rhynchosia in India. The material therefore 
represents a new species, closely related to Rhynchosia beddomei Baker (1876: 222). In vegetative condition, the two 
species are morphologically similar, but the new species is distinguishable by the presence of glandular hairs. Initially, 
the present specimens were mistakenly identified as R. beddomei because both the species display the dense, short, fine 
indumentum of greyish white hairs on all the vegetative parts. The two species are distinguished mainly on the basis 
of their flowering and fruiting characters. R. beddomei is probably endemic to Andhra Pradesh (Seshachalam hills of 
the Eastern Ghats in Chittoor and Kadapa districts) and Karnataka states: Gamble (1928) reported the occurrence of 
this species from Bellary District, but there are no known collections from this area. The new species is endemic to the 
Anantapuram and Kadapa districts of Andhra Pradesh state. Here the new species is described and illustrated.  

Material and Methods

The description is based on measurements of living plants taken in the field and of herbarium specimens. Dried 
herbarium specimens, and specimens collected in FAA (Alcohol 70% + Acetic acid 5% + Formaldehyde 5% + Distilled 
water 20%) solution were studied using a binocular microscope. The conservation status proposed here follows the 
Red List Categories and Criteria, version 11 (IUCN 2014).
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