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Abstract

A new species of Miconia sect. Miconia subsection Seriatiflorae. was collected in Igapó Forest from the Purus-Madeira 
interfluve, in the state of Amazonas, Brazil. This new species, Miconia suberosa, can be distinguished from other species in 
the subsection by a variety of morphological features, namely: (i) treelet habit; (ii) deeply fissured bark with a thick cork; 
(iii) long dendritic hairs with short arms on young branches, inflorescences and leaves; (iv) petiolated leaves with rounded 
to obtuse bases, and ciliate margins, congested at the branch apices; and, (v) truncated stigmas.

Resumo

Uma nova espécie de Miconia sect. Miconia subsect. Seriatiflorae foi coletada em floresta de Igapó no interflúvio Purus-
Madeira no estado do Amazonas, Brasil. Esta nova espécie, Miconia suberosa, distingue-se dentre as demais espécies da 
subseção por várias características morfológicas, especialmente: (i) hábito arvoreta; (ii) tronco profundamente fissurado com 
espessa camada de súber; (iii) longos tricomas dentríticos com braços curtos sobre os ramos jovens, inflorescências e folhas; 
(iv) folhas pecioladas com base arredondada a obtusa e margens ciliadas, congestas nos ápices dos ramos; e, (v) estigmas 
truncados.

Introduction

Miconia Ruiz & Pavón (1794: 60) includes 1057 species, constituting the largest genus of Melastomataceae 
(Goldenberg et al. 2013). The genus belongs to the Tribe Miconieae which is characterized by fleshy fruits and inferior 
ovaries (Michelangeli et al. 2004). Species of the genus are shrubs, treelets, or trees, rarely climbers, ranging from 
western Mexico and the Caribbean to Uruguay and northern Argentina, growing from sea level to the Andean Paramos 
(Goldenberg et al. 2008). The genus can be recognized by the terminal inflorescences, rounded, obtuse or retuse petals, 
and lack of ant domatia, among others (Cogniaux 1891, Goldenberg 2000). The high levels of homoplasy encountered 
in the genus and close relatives involves overlapping patterns of morphological variation that have led to a complicated 
generic circumscription in this group (Judd & Skean 1991).
 In Brazil, the genus is most diverse in the Amazon, where more than half of its species occur (ca.166 of the 300 
Brazilian species) (Goldenberg et al. 2013). Despite the constant efforts to document and inventory the Amazonian 
Flora (Black et al. 1950, Pires et al. 1953, Ter Steege et al. 2013), western Brazilian Amazon remains as a major gap 
in botanical knowledge, likely containing many undescribed species (Hopkins 2007). In particular, the interfluve 
between the Purus and Madeira rivers has yielded many recent discoveries, including new genera and species of 
fishes (Bührnheim et al. 2008), mammals (Roosmalen et al. 2002), and a new record for the angiosperm family 
Tetrameristaceae, previously only known from Venezuela (Viana et al. 2010). The new species of Miconia described 
here was first collected in the 1970´s along the BR-319 highway, between Manaus and Porto Velho; however, these 
earlier specimens lacked flowers, complicating the identification of this taxon. Recent new collections from this same 
species allowed us to study this taxon in further detail and confirm its identity.
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