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Abstract

The taxonomic and nomenclatural history of Jávorka’s Sorbus bakonyensis is surveyed and its correct authorship and 

bibliographic citation is provided. The identity of the original material of S. bakonyensis and the history of its 

interpretations are discussed. The name S. bakonyensis is applicable to an endemic of the eastern Bakony Mountains, 

restricted to the vicinity of the village of Márkó in Hungary. The illegitimate name S. majeri is a synonym of S. 

bakonyensis. A new name, S. udvardyana, is introduced here for the species occurring in the western Balaton region of 

Hungary, which was erroneously named “S. bakonyensis” in recent Hungarian literature.
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Introduction

The genus Sorbus (Linnaeus 1753: 477) s. l. (Rosaceae) embraces five sexual diploid species of different 
phylogenetic origin, each of them being currently classified in separate subgenera (Dickinson et al. 2007), with 
addition of diverse swarms of secondary hybrids between two or three primary types (Nelson-Jones et al. 2002). 
Polytopic origin of hybrid products between the same species, morphological heterogeneity of hybrids of the same 
origin and apomictic reproduction maintaining stability of these hybrids led to the recognition of narrowly defined 
segregates (clones or groups of closely related clones) as taxonomic species (Lepší et al. 2008, Rich et al. 2010). 
The taxonomy and nomenclature of Sorbus in Hungary still have many open questions. One of the disputable cases 
is Sorbus bakonyensis, whose place of valid publication, authorship, identity and distribution area are subject to 
radically different opinions. This apomictic species is endemic to Hungary and belongs to the Sorbus latifolia

(Lamarck 1779: 486) Persoon (1806: 38) group, the most proliferous apomictic aggregate of Sorbus in Europe. 
This group originated from hybridization between S. aria (Linnaeus 1753: 475) Crantz (1763: 46) and S. torminalis

(Linnaeus 1753: 476) Crantz (1763: 45) and is classified in the nothosubgenus S. subgen. Tormaria Májovský & 
Bernátová (2001: 21). 

Material and Method

The collections of Sorbus preserved at the Hungarian Natural History Museum (BP) and at the Eötvös Loránd 
University (BPU) were examined for taxonomically relevant material and historical collections of Sándor Jávorka 
and other Hungarian dendrologists. The Hungarian literature on Sorbus was screened for protologues and further 
interpretations of the names available. References to the International Code of Nomenclature for algae, fungi and 

plants are provided according to its Melbourne edition (McNeill et al. 2012).
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